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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Situated off the Euharlee Road near Cartersville is an almost perfectly 
preserved brick plantation house built about 1850 - Valley View.

It is of two-stories with three bays in the main part of the house and 
one recessed bay on each side which is actually a portion of the two rear 
wings. An Ionic colonnade wraps around the two story, two room central hall 
portion. Heavy entablatures with framing pilasters define the doors and 
windows on the first floor. Only simple framing treatment is given to the 
second story windows. A full, hanging balcony extends around three sides, 
the balustrades of which were only added in the twentieth century. (An 
iron balustrade was originally planned here but due to Sherman's destruction 
of the local iron works they were not added until the twentieth century.) 
The rear, one story wings, originally used for bedrooms and the plantation 
office, form a courtyard that takes advantage of the hilltop view.

One unusual feature is the treatment of the combination of the two 
story front section with the one-story wings. A two story brick wall extends 
from the main structure onto the portico, thus forming a brick facade to hides 
the adjoining one-story section.

Two formal gardens in varying geometric designs dominate the front yard 
The gardens' most distinguished feature is the triple hedges bordering the 
central walk, formed of Carolina cherries and boxwood. To the rear of the 
house are several original outbuildings. These include a smokehouse, a 
watertower, a two-room kitchen and an outhouse. The present well-house is a 
later addition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In almost perfect, original condition, Valley View, stands today on the 
Euharlee Road~overlooking the Etowah Valley, near Cartersville, Georgia. 
Built about 1850 by Col. James Caldwell Sproull, the brick, two-story house 
with Ionic colonnade is exceptional for its U-shape plan and also for the 
formal boxwood gardens that preface the house. It is of national architec­ 
tural significance because it is a superbly preserved and sited, carefully 
conceived variant of Greek Revival style design. The unspoiled integrity of 
the main house, outbuildings, original gardens, and uninterrupted view down 
the valley recommend it to all who would experience "living history". (Of 
all the many significant well-preserved places in the Etowah Valley, Valley 
View is architecturally the most important; together the entire valley plan­ 
tation complex could be considered for the National Register as an unusual 
rural district but Valley View should be singled out to stand supreme on its 
own merits.)

In the late 1840's Col. James Caldwell Sproull of Abbeville, South 
Carolina, moved to Cass County, Georgia, and developed an extensive cotton 
plantation on the road between Cartersville and Rome. The house was orient­ 
ed toward the entrance driveway and the view of the valley; a courtyard forned 
by the two one-story wings constitutes the rear.

That the house has always remained in the same family and today is 
essentially in its original state is especially significant, even the origi­ 
nal milk-base interior paint is on the trim work and the kitchen furniture 
and utensils are still a part of the house. The house is said to have been 
built with slave labor and constructed of bricks made on the plantation. 
When the Sproull family moved from South Carolina they brought a German 
cabinetmaker with them. He made the maple furniture, much of which still 
remains in the house even though during the Civil War it had a tempestuous 
history. Upon receiving word that Sherman was coming, the family fled to 
Alabama, leaving the German cabinetmaker to protect the house as best he 
could. Sherman f s forces did use the house, and even converted the grand 
piano into a watering trough. (The piano is still in place in the parlor.)

Valley View has had several interesting visitors and residents. The 
Federal General George W. Schofield occupied Valley View for three months 
during the Civil War. Inside an upstairs built-in closet an original Civil 
War period signature from the occupation still survives legibXy- The 
Sproull family residents have included Col. J. C. Sproull's grandson, Sproull 
Pouche, who spent many years as an American charge d 1 affairs in Romania. 
Presently the house is the weekend and summer retreat of Dr. Robert Norton cf
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Cooney, Loraine M., Compiler; Garden History of Georgia, 1733-1933; p.110-11
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Valley View (plan illustrated in Garden History of Georgia), Burtow County, 
Carterville vicinity. Van Jones Martin

Old Clinton Historic District (Hutchings House), Jones County, Clinton. 
Van Jones Martin

Upson House. Clarke 
County, Athens. 
Van Jones Martin

Fox Theater (interior). 
Fulton County. Atlanta. 
Jean K. Bncklt'\

Fox Theater, Fulton County, Atlanta. Davit! J. Kaminsky


